AUTHORS   PECULIAR   SITUATION.                 3

suspense winch I suffered, during the period when.
my medical friends were uncertain of the issue,
appeared to me a greater misery than the final
knowledge of the calamity itself. At last I en-
treated them to be explicit, and to let me know
the worst, as that could be more easily endured
than the agonies of doubt. Their answer, instead
of increasing my uneasiness, dispelled it. I felt a
comparative relief in being no longer deceived by
false hopes; and the certainty that my case was
beyond remedy determined me to seek, in some
pursuit adapted to my new state of existence, a
congenial field of employment and consolation.
At that time my health was so delicate, and my
nerves so depressed by previous anxiety, that I did
not suffer myself to indulge in the expectation that
I should ever be able to travel out of my own
country alone; but the return of strength and
vigour, and the concentration of my views upon
one object, gradually brought back my old passion,
which at length became as firmly established as it
was before. The elasticity of my original feelings
being thus restored, I ventured, alone and sightless,
upon my dangerous and novel course; and I can-
not look back upon the scenes through which I
have passed, the great variety of circumstances by
which I have been surrounded, and the strange
experiences with which I have become familiar,
without an intense aspiration of gratitude for the
bounteous dispensation of the Almighty, which